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but one who denied God could be a member. A person who consumed
alcohol was out, but a religious fanatic could come in. You could
get in whether you were a supporter or an opponent of
socialism. Pro-communists as well as anti-communists were to be
found in the Congress. The opportunists had a place in the party as
did the biggest millionaires in the land. Such a state of affairs was
due to the fact that the only goal of the Congress was freedom.
For all other objectives, freedom was the indispensable precondition.
Thus the organization was able to retain in its fold persons of the
most diverse and conflicting principles and beliefs. Once it came into
power, even those who had fought it hastened to proclaim their
allegiance to it. They did so because they recognized that access
to governmental authority and power was necessary for the attain-
ment of their personal objectives. The ultra-democratic structure of
the Congress Party meant that it could not bar the entry into it of
even notorious supporters of imperialism. Indeed, after the attain-
ment of freedom from the British, the anti-imperialist spirit began to
diminish. There arose a trend that sought to move the country
towards alignment with the imperialist bloc by capitalizing on the
bogey of the "communist threat."
I do not propose to mention here which particular leader
represented which particular trend. Mentioning names would side-
track us into discussions that have no bearing on this narrative of
my experiences.
Following independence, India had to confront a critical situation
in national life and in the economic sphere. The poor suffered cruelly
as a result of serious shortages of food and other essential
commodities. Rationing, introduced during the Second World War,
was further expanded. Black-marketeers appeared in profusion.
Several of them operated outside as Congressmen and thus polluted
a noble movement. Several dedicated souls who had sacrificed their
all in the freedom struggle were heartbroken by such trends. Among
the people anti-Congressism began to receive an increasingly
enthusiastic reception.
Some good souls who nurtured deep devotion to the Congress in
their hearts came to believe that Gandhi had shown remarkable
foresight when he suggested the dissolution of the Congress after
the winning of freedom.
But Jawaharlal Nehru asked a meaningful question: "How can
the dissolution of the Congress Party, by itself, bring about a solution